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orthern Spirit fans do not deserve the football 
fare that was served up to them at North 
Sydney Oval last Friday night. 

If anyone in the 10,326 crowd walked out of the 
ground happy after our capitulation to Canberra, I can 
only come to one conclusion - they were a Cosmos 
supporter! 

The team as a whole played well below par. 

The Spirit were lacking commitment and passion, 
and | can't remember a worse loss in the whole of my 
career as a professional footballer. 

As a team and as individuals we must 
face up to a few home truths. 

While the Spirit has embraced the 
Ericsson Cup and the national 
competition has embraced the 
Spirit, EVERY team in the 
competition plays that much harder 
against us. \ 

Call it the tall poppy syndrome, call 
it what you like, but the players must 
realise that being a professional 
footballer requires a professional attitude 
and on our performance last week that was lacking. 

But, I'm still trying to find a few positives out of the 
negatives, 

Firstly, we turned in a similar effort against Brisbane 
away from home back on February 6, when we were 
smacked 5-1, but to our credit the following Sunday 
we came out and beat Carlton 3-1, after being down 
1-0 midway through the first half. 

Secondly, not since the first two rounds when we 
lost successive games to Sydney Olympic and Perth, 
have we suffered two defeats in a row - but South 
Melbourne will test that statistic. 


Also, South Melbourne showed last Sunday that 
they, too, are human, letting Adelaide City sneak away 
with a vital point and by all reports Souths missed a 
number of chances to seal the match. 

There is also a little bit of pressure on South 
Melbourne, despite the fact that they sit on top of the 
Ericsson Cup table. 

Both Sydney United and Perth made up vital points 
on Souths and are breathing down their necks in the 
race for the vital top two spots at the end of round 30. 
United drew level on 48 points with 
Souths after beating Brisbane last 
Sunday and Perth are now only three 
points away on 45 points. Both 

Souths and Perth have a match in 
hand - but they play each other on 

March 31 - which may have a vital 

bearing on the final two positions. 

The top three teams all have the 
bye in the weeks ahead - United 
this weekend, followed by Perth and 
in the last round South Melbourne 
have the week off. 

South Melbourne will know that any slip-ups 

| could cost them dearly and they will consider that a 
| win tonight is a must. 
But then again that is the scenario for us. This time 
last week a win would have secured us a top six spot 
| and it is imperative that we maintain the five point 

break we have over Marconi and Newcastle, 

The Spirit can also gain a psychological boost over 
Souths if we play to our potential - and | am 
desperately keen to celebrate my 200th National 
League game with one of the most vital wins of my ~ 
career. 


STOP PRESS 


Northern Spirit Info-Line 1902 261 122 


Five options to keep YOU better informed: 
1, Ericsson Cup results and league standings 


3. Ticket prices and next match details 
4. Membership package details 
5. “Have your say" line - an innovation in Australian football 


2. General news, injury/suspension updates 


* NOTE: For away matches, where facilities are available, Lino 3 will be updated every 10-35 minutes, Calls costs 75¢ per min, mobiles payphones higher 
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oT 
= 


t was a weekend Spirit new-boy Matthew Bingley 
bee rather dump in the dustbin of his subconscious. 


A shock 2-1 home loss against Canberra last Friday night was followed by 
two days of enforced hard labour at a hastily-convened punishment camp 
at the club's North Sydney headquarters 

Angered by his side's hapless showing against the bottom 
club, player-coach Graham Arnold order 
chastened troops in for a double dose of penance 

Hardly buoyed by the experience, Bingley 
who'll make his fifth appearance for the 
club against Ericsson Cup co 
leaders South Melbourne tonight 

had no complaints about 
Arnold's shock tactics 

"After the way we played 
against Canberra, we deserved it," 

Bingley confessed 


"Collectively, we were very poor against Canberra and we 
obviously paid the price. 

"Being forced to cancel all plans for the 
weekend was Graham's way of showing his 


disapproval - and we can have no arguments 
with that. : 


"I'll guarantee we'll not play that badly 
again. It was a one-off game where 
everybody struggled to get going. We'llbe 
a totally different team against South 
Melbourne. 

“We always seem to 
match will be no excep! 


"What happened a 
collective off days - w 


play better against the top sides a 
tion. | guarantee that, 

gainst Canberra was just one of 
€'ve got to forget it and move on," 


CHAT TO ROBBIE SLATER FROM i1.15 AM SUNDAY Afi 
WWW. Seven.com.au 


By DAVE LEWIS 


Bingley, who has spent the past 19 months in 
Japan securing his financial future during 
yen-laden spells at Vissel Kobe and JEF United, 
probably benefitted more than most from the 
weekend of solitary confinement. 


"I'm still striving to recapture full match fitness 
after missing a lot of football over the past six 
months following ankle surgery," he said. 

“I'm nearly there but there's still a little bit of 
extra sharpness to be had. 

"I'm just happy to be playing 

» again - especially as part of 

a fulltime setup." 

F The blond 27-year-old, 

who bloomed under Terry 

~~ Venables’ tutelage as a 

bit-part Socceroo during the 

ill-fated World Cup campaign, opted for the 

Spirit after ignoring overtures from his former 

club Marconi and Perth Glory on his return from 
Japan. 

"The fact that the Spirit were a fulltime 
Operation was a big factor in my decision. | had 
five good years at Marconi - winning the Grand 
Final in my debut season - but | felt the Spirit 
were the right club. 


“I'm on a deal until the end of the season, but | 
hope to stay for a lot longer than that." 


Arnold has deployed the Pacey Bingley as a 
Stopper in the past two games - and he's happy 
to accept any role the coach wants him to fill. 

"I've played a lot in midfield elsewhere and 
obviously | love to get forward, but if playing at 


stopper means | get a regular run in the side then 
so be it," he adds. 
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Centralised Cafjifo! Panel 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote contro! on your key 
ring turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got 
home. 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one contro! panel. 
Itis also an effective intruder alarm. 


<8 Oscar’ 


The Northern Spirit's honeymoon officially ended last Friday nigh * 
went they crashed 2-4 to bottom-placed Canberra at North Sydney f ni 
The season, in many ways, co lown to tonig ht's vital clas 
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Level 5, 1 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
100 Fax (02) 9247 7930 Email: resume@candleaust.com.au 


fe Phone (02) 92508 


Sexy balls. 
Sexy soccer 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what's on 
the inside that counts!! 
TSN 
LATEx 


Peapormance 
Ss 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL Only MITRE’S BALANCED backing system provides 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY 


| ball supplier to 
ai: A AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 


A 5 Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
7& Peat PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445 


Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933 


NORTH SYDNEY 


Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A ME 
CLUBS NOW F 


*TOP ENTERTAINMENT 
*RESTAURANTS 
*SPORTING FACILITIES 


*MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 


*POKIE PROMOTIONS 
*BARS AND MORE 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr. West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


PAUL 
HENDERSON 


Nickname: 
Position: U ' = 
Goalkeepe! "@ 
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Height: 
85cm % A 2 
Weight: 


Date of Birth: 


Place of Birth 


Previous clubs 
Recruited from: 
Nepresentative honours 
Biggest influence on caree! 


biggest disappointment 
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Favourite overseas club: 


Liverpool 


Favourite player: 


Maradona 


Personal motivation: 


‘lay consistently well 


advice: 


Pet football hate: 


osin: 


Football superstitions: 


Favourite football Ses 
: ont 1 the Northern 
Ambition in football: 
Favourite food: 
Favourite drink: 
Favourite TV show: 


Favourite movie 


Favourite music 


Four dream guests at a dinner party: 
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Communications 


Increase 

productivity 

and profitability oe the home computer 

for your home user. With packages that offer incredible 

business with value and backed by Incredible Home Office 
Sales and Rental's service and reliability, you'll 

Incredible value find it an Incredible PC too. ; Tk Me ee 


PC packages ®& © 5 ‘ 


V Jan pawe 
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SALES & RENTAL 


The Incredible PC. ERICSSON (all KEY ; 1-0 = match result home team - 1, away team - 0 
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and Rental to satisfy 


Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney Olympic 


Sydney United 


Wollongong City 


' South Melbourne 


: 
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NSW 2064. { 
Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 
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* COSMOS HOME GAMES PLAYED IN PERTH/MELBOURNE 


“OA pd Pa] NR eg 7 Se ee 
Wollongong City 1 44 28/3 | a Se 64 11/4 | OOF 12 | 
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ERICSSON CUP - ROUND 25 ERICSSON CUP TABLE - ROUND 25 


Canberra Cosmos 2 (A Magnacca 29min, | de Jesus 
72min) defeated NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Clayton Zane 
21min) at North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 10,482. 

*Newc. Breakers 1 (5 Pryce pen 7omin) defeated Carlton 
Oat Breakers Stadium, Newcastle. Crowd: 4,196. 
*Adelaide Sharks 1 (E Demourtzidis 34min) defeated 
Melb. Knights o at Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 1,632. 


° | ) _*Perth Glory 4 (C Boutsianis 7min, 61min, M Garcia 

Local * Intrastate Interstate iomin, V Kalogeracos 87min) defeated Marconi 

International * Courier Specialists Fairfield 3 (F Awaritefe 35min, 89min, K Trajanaovski 
76min), Crowd: 4,904. 

Vehicle Tracking * Pod’s | *South Melbourne 1 (M Curcija 16min) drew with 


: Adelaide City 1 (C Veart 87min). Crowd 8,169. 
Internet Bookings * Pre Paid Satchels “Wollongong Wolves 3 (R Younis 15min, 77min, E 


: Masi i r 
Vans * Pushbikes ° Motorbikes ¢ Trucks 44min) defeated Gippsland Falcons o at Mobil 


Park, Gippsland. Crowd: 1,531. 
*Sydney Unite lone 7min, D Barrett gmin, 
SERVICE BEYOND Jo) 21m ssnin:s bury ying detested Bisboe 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
- CONSISTENTLY 


5 13 14 41 20 


Strikers 3 (| Harris 30min, R Tollenaere 43min, S 
McLaren 77min) at Edensor Park. Crowd: 3,327. 
BYE: SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


TURBINE ADV - 0414520989 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT SQUAD STATI 


KEY » Matches started s Matches as substitute 
" Indicates Yellow Card * Indicates Red Card 
Goal Scored NOTE A league and Northern Spirit 
Appearances and Goals updated each round, 
OPPONENTS | H/A 


“SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


19. CLAYTON ZANE 


0s5 


t|3.PHIL MO: 


JAN CROOK 
14,TONY PERINICH 
{7-PAUL BILOKAPIC 


MICHAEL CUNICO. 


25 ROBERT ENES 


7.KRESIMIR MARUSIC 


2.NICHOLAS PURDUE 
12 |AMES STUBBS MILLS 
16,DANIEL WATKINS 

23 MATTHEW LANGDON 


3,EDDY BOSNAR 
6.LUKE CASSERLY 
8,ROBBIE SLATER 
10.GABRIEL MENDEZ 
{TROY CRANNEY 
‘5,PAUL FOSTER 
18.PAULWEARNE 

26 ADAM SNYDER 
28. JACK SOBZYCK 


5.MARK RUDAN 


1JOHN PEROSH 


BYE 


BRISB. STRIKERS 
SYDNEY UNITED | 


CANB. COSMOS — 


GIPPS. FALCONS | 


| ADELAIDE SHARKS 
NEWC. BREAKERS 


MARCONI FAIRFLD 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 


SYDNEY UNITED 


BRISB, STRIKERS | 
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Expect the Best! 


ainst South Melbourne tonight. 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au 


Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, 
exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
come together under one roof, together with an 

unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 
assist you in colour co-ordination, 


exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 
Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 


1 Me 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of 
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The Westfield Foundation is aoe to support 
ag 
The Westfield Foundat 


the Northern Spirit 


(02) 6280 6080 


$ Collaroy: 9971 6324 
LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 
Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 


*# Drummoyne: 9719 8011 
# Maroubra: 9344 7022 


* Northbridge: 9958 6707 
* Parramatta: 9683 6066 


SYDNEY SHOWROOMS 
¢@ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 
@ Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 
% Punchbowl: 9759 6144 
# Taren Point: 9524 5666 
¢ Turramurra: 9988 3855 
REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 
# Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 
# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 
COMMERCIAL DIVISION 
# Lidcombe: 9737 9300 


We're behind our 
| fiiture champions 
as much : as VOU are. 
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ee scsss* Match preview by MICHAEL COCKERILL 


This was always going to be a huge game, perhaps 
even the game of the season. % 

{fits possible, its now even more important than that. 

The arrival of the Northern Spirit into the national 
league this season was accompanied by genuine 
enthusiasm for a new dimension to Sydneys traditional 


local derbies. 


sydney United and Marconi-Fairfield - the three 
traditional powers of the local game? 

Itis history now that the Spirit lost two out of those 
three games here at North Sydney. But significantly, the 


the season, including a new NSL record for the opening 
match against Olympic. 
As it happened, the Spirit claimed the Sydney 


our fair city. Local rivalry, both on and off the pitch, has 
been taken to a new level. Which is great. 

And yet the fact is that the Spirit have joined a 
national competition, not a state-based one. And in that 
context tonights match against South Melbourne 
represents the ultimate test. 

Not only are Souths the defending champions, but 
they have also been the outstanding team of the past 
three seasons. On the field, they are unquestionably 
the team to beat. 

For the Spirit, more than ever, Last weeks shock loss 
to bottom side Canberra Cosmos did not go down too 
well with Graham Amold. 

Early morning sessions were called for Saturday and 
Sunday as the coach made the point that good teams 
do not drop points against bad ones. On the night, of 


Course, the Cosmos were by far the better side. Indeed 


What the best dresse 


Friday April 9, 7.30pm v Adelaide Sh 


+ Its the best Ive seen them play since they came back 
+ into the league three years ago. 


But if the Spirit were unlucky to catch the Cosmos on 


<a good night, they were lucky over the rest of the 
: weekend. Losses by their three nearest challengers - 
: Marconi, Brisbane Strikers and Carlton - could hardly 
+ have been better timed. 

How would the Spirit fare against Sydney Olympic, : 


Amold accepts his team has been blessed by other 


: results, He also accepts that tonights match will be the 
+ real test of just how seriously his team deserves to be 
* taken. Before a ball had been kicked, Arnold had circled 
+ this match as the one to look forward to. 

matches also attracted some of the biggest crowds of : 


South Melbourne are not just a winning team, they 
are also a stylish one. The fulcrum of the side is 
undoubtedly the masterful Paul Trimboli, but around 


: him players have kept improving. 
Challenge - a new trophy awarded to the best team in ; 


New Zealand international Vaughan Coveny has been 
a revelation this season, while fellow striker Michael 


: Curcija has been equally assured in front of goal. The 
+ fact that both of these players spent much of last 


season on the bench proves how the team has 
leveloped. 
More evidence of that improvement Is the way Souths 
ave covered for the loss of three important players - 
ill Damianos, Tansel Baser and Con Boutsianis - from 
last seasons title-winning team without missing a beat. 
With match-winners all over the park, Souths will be 
favourites tonight. Their form and results warrant it. 
But this is also the sort of occasion which brings 
ut the best in the Spirit. Particularly given their 
wounded pride, 


*Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney Morning 
Herald and a commentator for C7 Sports. 


arks at North Sydney Oval 


SPIRIT SQUAD 


John PEROSH 
Eddy BOSNAR 

lan CROOK 

Mark RUDAN 

Luke CASSERLY 
Kresimir MARUSIC 
Robbie SLATER 
Graham ARNOLD 
Gabriel MENDEZ 
Troy CRANNEY 
James STUBBS-MILLS 
Philip MOSS 

Tony PERINICH 
Paul FOSTER 
Daniel WATKINS 
Paul BILOKAPIC 
Paul WEARNE 
Clayton ZANE 
Michael CUNICO 
Paul HENDERSON 
Matthew LANGDON 
Robert ENES — 
Adam SNYDER 
Jack SOBZYCK 
Matthew BINGLEY 


SOUTHS’ SouAG 
Michael PETKoviC 


Steve IOSIFIDIS. 


ne 
Fausto DE AMICIS — 


Nick ORLIC 
Con BLATSIS 
David CLARKSON 


Steve PANOPOULOS 


Vaughan COVENY _ 
Paul TRIMBOLI _ 
Michael CURCIJA 
John ANASTASIADIS 
Tansel BASER 
Adrian CUZZUPE 
Jason POLAK 
Goran LOZANOVSKI 
George GOUTZOULIS 
Jim TSEKINIS 
Robert LIPAROTI 
John TAMBOURAS 
Chris JONES 
Mustafa MUSTAFA 


NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT HOME MATCH: 


'60UTH MELBOURNE 
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MICHAEL COCKERILL’S PLAYER PROFILES 
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el Petkovic: Highly-rated keeper and 
er brother of Socceroo Jason Petkovic. 
ane his tender years, shows the coolness of a 
veteran. Steady, strong and has a safe pair of 
hands - not flashy, but blessed with the most 
important ingredient - consistency. 
2, Steve losifidis: Strong, rugged defender who 
causes a nuisance at set pieces with his strength 
inthe air. A favourite of coach Angie Postecoglou. 


3. Fausto de Amicis: Stylish utility who can play 
either on the left of the defence or at sweeper. 
Broke into the national team last year - many feel 
an honour he was long overdue. Now approaching 
the veteran class, but a vital member of the side. 
Won championships with his former club, 
Melbourne Knights. 

4. Nick Orlic: Former Parramatta Eagles and 
Sydney Olympic defender who headed south for 
work reasons and was quickly snapped up by 
Souths. Powerful in the air, and uncompromising 
on the ground. 

5. Con Blatsis: Cursed by nagging injuries all 
season, which have slowed down both his 
international career, and his chance to move to 
Europe. The epitome of a modern defender, with 
good skills for a man of his size. Should figure in 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 


6. David Clarkson: Just returning from a serious 
ankle injury. All-action midfielder who had spells 
in England (with Brighton) and Hong Kong. One of 
the few Tasmanians to progress to the NSL. The 
engine of the side, 


7. Steve Panopoulos: Pint-sized midfielder with 
@ heart the size of Phar Lap. Penalty-taker, ball- 
winner, and box-to-box man. Valued highly by 
Postecoglou, and a South Melbourne man 
through and through. 


& Seaton Coveny: Kiwi international who is in 
a est form of his career. The goals he used to 
five He 80ing in, and his first touch seems to 
rial Mmproved. Has a hard edge to his game as 


3, Micha 


ae aul Trimboli: The most consistent performer 
© recent history of the NSL, and reigning 


Friday April 9, 7.30pm v Adelaide Sharks at Nor’ 


Player of the Year. Regular member of the home- 
based national team, but often misses out when 
the foreign-based players return, Superb skills, 
immaculate vision, and clinical finisher, Complete 
player except for the one ingredient which’ has 
held him back - a lack of pace. 

io, Michael Curcija: Under-23 international 
striker who together with Coveny has scored the 
bulk of the teams goals this season. Will end up 
in Europe sooner or later. Has developed his 
finishing, and much stronger on the ball. 


11. John Anastasiadis: One of the few 
Australians to have returned from Greece - where 
he spent almost 10 years with several clubs 
including PAOK Salonika - and enhanced his 
reputation. Regular scorer, but spent a lot of time 
recently on the bench. 


13. Adrian Cuzzupe: One of many surprise 
omissions from the Australian squad for next 
months World Youth Championships. Talented 
young midfielder. 

14. Jason Polak: Socceroo midfielder who spent 
most of last season out with injury. Has had to 
work hard to win his way back into contention. 
Great stamina, good on the ball, and tactically 
aware. 

15. Goran Lozanovski: Enigmatic talent - 
wavering from brilliant to ordinary depending on 
his mood. Has started to develop more 
consistency, and less temperamental these days. 
Plays down the right, where his crossing and his 
free kicks make hit Australias version of David 
Beckham. A potential match-winner, no question. 

16. George Goutzoulis: His first season as a 
regular, and has rewarded the faith of his coach 
with several mature displays. Skillful midfielder, 
but a ball-winner as well. 

17. Jim Tsekinis: Recruited this season but 
forced to play in a wide role because of the 
abundance of strikers - his normal position. 
Scored plenty of goals for his former club, 
Adelaide Sharks, but in his new role has had less 


opportunities. 


th Sydney Oval 
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